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Preface to Volume I 

Tbe Inner Seriptures l . nd O uter W ri tings2 ini tially eame to J apan 
by way of Paekche3 in two waves: the la tter arrived during thc reign 
of Emperor Homuda 'i'HB,' who resided at the Palace of Toyoakira 
in Karushim a ~~Ji!~I!f.lß;5 the former, d uring thc reign ofEmperor 
Kinmei !lk1l)J,. who resided at the palace of K anazashi in Shikishima 
1>!!lJJ<~~:;EJtll'8.7 N owadays, it is fashionable fo r scholars w ho study the 
O uter Writings to slan der Buddhist teaching s. and ferthose \vho [ead 
the Inner Scriptures to neglect the O uter Writings. They are foolish 
and deccive themselves, ignoring the co nsequenccs of good and evil 
deeds8 But the wise, w ho are weIl vers cd in both the Inner , nd Outer 
traditions, stand in awe and believe in the law o f karmic cansation.9 

T here are man y examp les of piety in the in1pcrial line. For instance, 
ie is said tha t thete was an em peror who c1imbed a hill Co survey h is 
dom,in, had compassion for the people, and thereafter con tented 
himself wirh a palace that had a lcaky [00[1 0 A gain, thete wa~ a prince 
w ho w as innatcl y pru dcn t and foresighted, ahle to listen to ten men 
addressing him at the sanlC time w ithout m issing a single word.lL At 
the cmperor's bidding he Iectured on a M ahayana scripture w hen he 
was twenty- five years oId, and his cOlnmentaries on Buddhist scrip
tures have been banded down for posterity. Another emperor made 

I . f"il! Il aik)'o; Buddh ist scriptures. 
2 . 5i-_ giS /IO; non-Buddhist writings , that is, Chinese classics. 
3. Ei&, Kudard (tudit ion ally 18 ll.c.-663 A.D.); olle orche Ko re:m Kingdoms which u niftcd 

tbe southw estem part of the Korcan peninsula in the b egi.nnin g o f thc fo urth c:entury and 
served as the chief route for Ihe introduelion of conrint"ntal cultur t" t O Japan. 

4. (traditional reign, 270-3 I 0) po>thum ou> name Öjin .@{.rtt!. Ho muda migh t be aloe al n ;l.IllC. 
About 400 t11t King of Packehe, whose eountry had been aidcd by the Japallese exped itio n 
agai!! st Koguryö ~'1i 1'lJOO in 29 l , seilt scholars (piJta~, ;E f::) m d Chinese dassics to t lle Ja pa nese 
court. See Ni/1011 slloki (Ojin 15: 8: 6; 16: 2): AstOll, "Nihongi ," I, 262- 263. 

5. LOt";t fCd H prw'm Ökaru, Kashihara-Ihi, Nara-ke n ~&. ~;Ullff.m;kU. 
6. (traditional {eign , 539-571) According to tbe N illOrI SllQki, the Intro(hJc ti on o f ßuddhism 

look placc in 552, w hen King Syöng-myöng ~I~I::E o fPaekchc presellied 10 Empuor K inmci 
a bronze statue of Sä k yamuni Buddha, sevnal Rags ami can o p ics, and a numbrr c f scripIU[es. 
See ehap. I( l )b, n. p; sec also 1.5. 

7. Loca tcd il t pment I(~na ya, Sakurai- shi, N ara-ken ~Jl~JfI5jnp:&ßt. 
8. Jr,S;;\ Z.ljfr1ku; co'.'i] deeds whieh lead to pcnalties and go od decd." whieh lea d tO rewa rd s, 
(j. rtI* i/lga: (ause and effect, that is, the la\,"' of b n n ic causalion. It isjuXI<l lJ osed \,-, ith zai-

fllku in the prccechng sen tell ce. 
L o. Rcfe r. \0 .Ern peror N in toku t:.1%t (tr adiriona ll y, 290-3 yy): depicled i11 thc C Oil f llü;m 

image of -:o.n ideal king in thc Kojiki (J n. [ 10) and NihQI1 sllOki (XI , Nintoku 4: l: 6: I : 4: I ). 
Il. Rcfcn 10 Prillee Sh ötoku . Sec IA, 5. 
12. The SfWg}'" gi~ho = fUtlliit: cOIll lT1elluries on th rec ß uddhisr seri pturt:s, tlur H, H(ll.!f-Jq,(j 

(5 ad dhaTlllap 1I1.lt ar j !easI7tr'1) , l' Ii i m a -k yi; (V im a 1 akifl 111 i rdeJas ri /1',1), S I"'/lla /I-gro (S rimJ I ade I' i s i'!l
/ullIcidll sl;lra), wnich U t trad itionally ascribed to Prillee Shötoku (TdisIIO, LXI, N os. 21 85-2 187). 
See Ch'lp. U(3) b, n. 145. 
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great \rows13 and , as an act of devotion, built astatue of Buddha. 

Heaven aidcd his vows, and the earth opened its treasure hause to 

affer gold .l4 

T here were al so em inent monks whosc vir tucs egualed th ose in the 

ten stages l5 and who se pa th went beyond the two vchicles l 6 T hey 

b roughl Ihe light o f wisdom to dark corners, rcscued the d rowning 

wi.rh the boat o f cOInpassion, practi ced religious austerities, and \-\fere 

known even in d istant lands. A s to those of o ur o w n age who are cn

iightened, we cannot yet know how great the ir merits are . 

Now r, K yokai, m onk'7 of Yakushi-i 8 in Nara , see the world 

closely. Thore are m en who are able, but they are sel fishly motivated. 

Their desire fo r gain is stronger than a magnet that can puIl a m o untain 

of [ron; their lust for the p o ssessiol1s of others and their ti ghtfisted hold 

:3 · ;;!.~jjJj gll,urgml; fO\lf great vows of bod hisattv as, fonnulated in refaence to tne Füllt 

N oble Truth~ in ~;j k yalilun i' ~ teachin§. The contentS of the vows ditfer aceording tü various 
tndülOns. and the foll ow in g i> w ldel y acceptt:d in the Tel1d~i School: J . I-Iowe ver innul1lcra blc 

sentit'm bciops are, I vow to ~avt" t h CIll; 2. Howcvcr incxhaustible cravings are, I \'OW to C-,(

tin gllish thcm ; J. H 0wC 'Icr lim it lcss dharllJa iso I VQ\\' to stlldy it; 4. H o\\'evcr cndll"ss th e 
q ~le ~c fOl cnlightclUuel lt is. 1 vaw 10 anai:l it. For the signi fi can n: of a vow, sec M. Ancsa ki, 
"' Purer (Buddhist)," ERE, X . 166--170. 

L:.. R cfe rs to Em peror ShÖ;llU ~~. who made a va\\' in 741 to build a statue of Lochall;l 
B t.;ddha 1ll gold :m d copper but had di ffi culty in acco mplishing il. beca use tbc statue was more 
dU.II fifty fec t high. In 741) gold w as di~cO ~' ered in J~pan fo r the flUt time, <lnd eventu~lIy thc 
.I atue w ,u <:: ornpl etcd with popula r . uppO rl (Jrg~nizcJ by Gy6gi. Set' Sansolll, tran s., "The 
Imp('rr ll E(kts in the SllOkl1 ,".ti l,o",~i:· TASj, Second Series. I (l923-24), 26. 

J S. + H, ji"iji (Skt. daJIl:"lriil1Ji ) : ,he ten stages in the disciplin :l ry p roecss of [he bodhis;lt t v~; 
aecording to the KegO/I-gyo, they ;lTe as fotlows: 

l . par«lHu.-lit.i : stage o fjoy Cl! b<.'nefltl ng onesclfand others; 
2 . l·imalr..' stage of Ireed om fro lll aU p05sible defLlcmellt; 
J. J!fldJlr?L.:ri: stage of (;mi~sion o f the light of wisdol11; 

=~_ .• 
"',~ 

4. ·1T(isl1l<1 r~ ,' 

y-,*"'It-] 
;>cl . ... " ",; 

) . SI/JW}<!)'.i : 

'ttUmllj 

stage ofglowing wüdom; 

stage o f o\'ercoming utmos[ difficult ies; 

(. . . l/ofJimr :l!hi ,' stage ofreahzation of wisdom; 

~U() ~ 
i. ,fiJ'al!r.,~,1fI1.i: stage ofproct'cdin g !~r: 

icl ti ;.1'. 
8. a.:a l.'i. !otJgc of att:lill lllcn t of immobiliry; 

,.f~ ribJt 
!). !,i:!Jwtll<ll': : ~t;lge o f attainmcnt o f e'xp edient w isdom; 

~~ ~1!1:1~ 
l:J. I/j r.tH! ! .Jm,·.~lüi: stage o f attain mcnt. o f abil ity tO sprt.'ad the teaching. 

'ft~j~ 

16. =-;1il ~rj(, ; ,'r,i " ak"}'rlIW, t he path u f listcnc rs. and 1"'llyekajJllddll1ly,il1'l . the p<!tb ofsolitary 
Budd h<l ; M :lluyana Buddhists plan' /W./JriMII1 'dJ'iilld beyond these IWO palh~. s3)'illg ,hat thc 
gJ~: I 0: thc~c tw o paths is sdf-cnli ghtcnnl ent whilc that o f the bo,JJ,is'llll',I)"llla is el1!ightennl.::nt 
lOT ül bcing ; . Set: H1.38, n. 42. 

17_ t}.·~ ; S(' (' Cha p. 1(I)a, n . 4 . 
18. S<''C eha]>. l(t)c. 

VOhIllH' T r 1 n n 1 P,·o(,.,,,,,, 
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on their own goods are g reater than that of a g rinder19 w hic:h relent

lessly squeezes cven the husk of a single millet secd . Sam e J11(tl d cfraud 

templcs and are reborn aS calves to toil and repay the debts of their 
former lives;2o some speak iU of Buddhi5t teachings and ll10nks and 

meet w ith calamity in this p rescll t life;21 sam e seek the path [ofB ud

dhaJ by leading a d iscipli ned life o f pract ice and are rewarded Ln this 

li fe ;22 sa me practice good with a profound fai th and are b lissful ?3 

Good and evil dceds cause karmic retribution as a flg urc c au ses i ts 

shadow, and suffcring and pleasu re foll o w such deeds J$ an echo 

follo\\'s a sound in the va lley.24 Those who wi tness such cxperienccs 

m arvel at them and forg et they are real happenings in the worl d. The 

p enitent withdraw s to hide him self, for he burns with shanu.' at anee. 

W ere the fact afkarrnic re t ribution not kn own, ho w cou ld wc ree

tiry w ickcdness and es tablish righ teousness? And hm\' wou ld j t be 

possible to makc men m end thci r w icked mi nds and prac!ice thc pCl th 

o fvirtuc witholl t d emonstratill g thc law o f karmic ca usa iion? 

In C hina," the M yähöki (R ecord o f Invisible Work of K ar mic 

R et ribu tio n)26 was compiled, and , during the grea t T 'ang d yna st y, 

the Hallllya kmki (A Collection of M iraculous Stortes COllcern ing th c 
KOflgÖ hannya_kyö)27 v,ras \i\Titten . Sincc we respect the docmncnts of 

foreign lands, should we not also bel iev~ em d stand in awc of the rni

raculous events in o ur own land? Having wi tllcssed these even ts my

self, I can not rcmain idle . Afte r leng meditation on this, I 110W break 
m y silence. I hJve rccorded the limited info rmation rhat has C0 111 C t o 
m e in th ese chree volumes called the l\h'honkok,./ ge/lp ö zw' akr,/ ryö iki, 28 

far future generations. 

H owever, I am not gifted w ith either wisdo111 c r lucidity. Lettrn ing 
acquircd in a narrow weIl loses its way w he ll o ut in thc open_ M y 
work resenlbles that of a poor craftsman working on thc carvi ng o f d 

master. L am afraid tha t I wi ll cut my hand and slltTer fro m rhe injur y 

19. mtllJt Tm;, be a rnis-copying o f f3ffi . whjeh i\.\ grind er. ltJbashi hokls nlat rbe ><:rip l J) 

a combination of wal~r ;;Illd gnnder ß.::. In T'ang China, Auddhist mon,menl" WH;,' L'l lg.:l)?;cd 
in milling wi th grinden (ijfi',,',' for protil. Sec Michibatn. T,;II[II ßt,Hy,'shi 11<' kmA'}" t -I <;0- -152 

10. Sec 1.1.0; 11.9, 32. etc. 
21. Sce 1.19; 11 .7, lI ,etc. 
22.Sec I. 14,26. JS:Il.z l : II1 .1 , 6, ctc. 
2lScr-J.31:IJ.1 4, z8. 4Z: 11 J. 21,(,' tC. 
24. ~:eLz.~fl.tD~~. -;~~;.t~~fl1'ilfHf. Sl'C Chap . I ( .. )a. 11. Jlv. 
2). f)S1@' litera]]" m cam " the la nd or the Han. " tl1;Jl IS, C hin ;L 
26. Sl'C C':hap. I(l) b, tl . H; Chap . 1(2)b. 
27. Set: Chap. I(!) b. ~':!:'I;'!l6.:t,. a sbortcned ritle ofKtll1.~,i !WIII)'J-k)',ijl/.:kl'11 ,l.:l. J yok. l'OJ1l

pi1ed by Meng H ~ icl1-ehul1g ;tW:~, in 718 io thc r t.'lgn of !-hi ~ll - t~lIT1g of tllc T';u'g dFI1,lIty 
(DajuillOl1 zoku.(:o- .ltyo, Pari IL l... case 2.2: t ). 

:~ . See n . I, ~bovc, 
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long afterwar d . My \\lork is comparable to a roug h pebble bcside the 

K'un- lUI1 M o u n ta ins.
29 

Its SQu rce in the oral tradition is so indisti llct 

that I am afr aid o f o mitting mu ch. Only thc desire to da good h as 

Illovcd IllC to try. in spite o f thc fcar rhat th is m ight tu rn out to be a 

presulllptuollS \-\"o rk by an incompetent au thar. I ho pe that learn ed 

Jnen Ln future generat ions w 111 not laugh at m y cffor ts, and I pray rhat 

those w ho happen up o n chis col1ection of miraculous stories will pur 

2. stde evil, live in ri g hteou sness, and, without causing evil, practice 
good.30 

I 
0" Catchiltg Tlnmdert 

Chisako bc no Sllg a ru !J'-1-mliG,,~ 2 was a favor itc of Empcror Yü
ryaku Jitml\;Rlll (cal Ied O h atsuse- wak atake n o su mera miko to :kil'lifi{ 
flhi\ 7C];! ) who r eigned for twenty-three ycars at the Palace of Asakura 
in Halm se i~ ii1lt'il"83 

O n ee the em per or srayed a t the Palace of/wa re ~::R ,4 and it hap

pcaed that Sug aru stepped inta thc Oyasumidono :k'ti'J!,t ' without 

29 l'J :{hll 1 ITl c u u t;;. in l"au ge in Sink j"ng p rOVlllCC which is fl lHOliS fo r j ade. 
3Q M 'D~ nJ~NN*h. 1 pO).lub r m,:;. ,.. im {o und in Ill ost Buddhisl scripturcs . 

J. Anothcr n: rsion Df the S:ll1ll' stOry is fo und in lhe j\,'llIoll '/lOk!, XIV (Yuryaku 7:7 : 3); 
Aston. 'Nih ongi," 1, 347. Thc cm pcror cOl11l11 an dcd Suga rn to go alld scizc the kami afMl. 
Minloro. Suga ru . ;1111 bcd thc h ill ~!ld cau ght J grC::lI snakc, Whcn he sho\Vcd it to tbe cmperor , 
thund':l IOlkd, and it! eycb lls rlamed. Thc: c lllpcror was frigh tC'ned alld sent it back 10 Mt. 
f"l im:l ro. ri:JJ;J.nli :1g: il lku llch i. thunder. FOI a d lSCussion of sm ke (dragon)-rhunder thelTlcs, 
5n~ De \ii~s<.'r . Ti'/( D,cl lm!1l C hina alld Jap'i/I. 

2. Chi;; ,lkobc iS .l SU m ;_:1le, ;tnd Stlg ~ ru a g iven na me, [he laHn lllc~ni ng "wasp." Thc Ni lw'l 
Shok l, Xl V (Yüry aku 6: 3: i ) giv es ;} story on the ori gin of C hisako bc; Aston, "Ni/lOug!." 
On:( Ell1 pt:ro:' 'r' li rYl.ku {[!':l diClOllJlly, 45()- 479) ra Id Sugaru to (olleet silkwonm Ua. kil iko) 
in orde! to C li COU I 1?; ~ court Lt dics to wo rk for thc silk industr y. Suga ru col lectcd babics (kai
Iw ) im CC<-ld of silkw onm. The e m pcro r w:n arnust'd and gave him thf' t ide of Chisak obc, 
literatly rn t',ln ir,g "lmlc child rCI1 coopnall on. ·' Shida, on the basis of these sto ries, holds Ihat 
Suga -u w:! ~ in Lha r 3-' cf prcvcn ti ~ t' magi e against rhumkr and w~s re!ated 10 the Ha ta ~ fam ily 
....-lllC:' lllu lmnugrated rrom SI]]a ea rl }" in thC:' fi flh (cntur)' ;md probably ta ught the Japant'sc 
Ih ... proCl'SS fOI ll1.lking )ilk. Sec hi.' "Chil1.k obc no .~ci kaku ni t>uit e," N i/11m rt·kislll'. No. 2 L~ 
(M.ll-;:h I j.l6()) , <.('- 79 N 1.ük : ~ ;.lY> dur Sugaru was a r o~'a l gllard in bis " Chi sakob<: no 5eishitsu 
Il ; t5I.:il<..'," S!k I).>lj ?,'ill<! lI.~'" 1: (· ill.:)':I. VI! (No. 9, Septembe r 1<j60), 22 5-22 8. 

J. LO(.l l~U il1 th -: l",lS(l'n plr: ofp rL'scll t S;;.kurai-shi, Nara-kcn ~&!I!H';I4:m. 
4· It m~ ) bl: ~ dcn ched pa lan' sOIll t'whcrc ill prl'sem Shiki-gull, Na ra-kL'll; n<:ither thc Kvjiki 

IlOf l" : 1 / ~ " 1j .<h" b rl' k rs tc (his pabcc. 

5· T hl: lIl ~j ll bu : UiJl ~ in rho:: impl'rial pJb cc du ring thl' Asub and N .ua pcriods; i d ~ntificd 
by $;::' I1 K' ~: ll(>b l'l \'11th the I .. ,cr Daigyokudcll ;.'d~J>.1. 

knowin g that the emper or lay with thc empress thete. Thc cm pcro r, 

ashamcd ofhis conduc t, stopped m aking love, and it thundercd in thc 
heavcns. T h e emperor then said CO Sugaru. "\V on'[ YOll invitc th e 

ro ll ing thllnder to com e here?" "Certainly," answercd Sugar u , 

whereat the em peror comm anded hirn , "Go, invite it here." 

Lcaving the palace, Sugaru hurried awa y on horseback, \vearing a 
red headband6 011 his forehead and car ryin g a halberd with a red 

banner' He palSed the heights ofYamada in the vi ll agc of Ab c' and 

T oyura-dera l!'l'iilH'f: finally arriving at the crossroacls o f Ka ru 11 0 

morokoshi. lO He cried ou t : "Thc empcror has invited the rollin g 

thunder ofheavcn tO his palace." While gallopin g b ack to the pab e<. 

be asked himself why, CVCl1 if it w ere a thu nder kami, \vould ir n ot 

acccpt the empcro r's inviration. 

As h e returned, it happened that the lig h tn ing struck bc tween 

To yura-d era and ioka EfZ WiI. 11 On seeing it, Su garu sent for pr icst s co 
pbcc the thu nder on the portab le carriage,12 and he (scortcd it to the 

imperial palace, saying to the emperor, "} have brought the thunder 

kami . '" T he thund er g ave off sllch a dazzling light that the cmpcro r 

was terri fled. H e made m an y offeringsl 3 and then h ad lt sent back to 
the original site , which is called "Hill ofThunder " ilJ lffll .14 (lt is 51t

uared to the n orch o fthe Pabce ofOv.'arida , j " ?f~EB in the old cap1tCll.)15 
After a while Sugaru died. The emperor let the corpsc sta y. in irs 

coffin for seven d ays and nighrsI6 Then, recalling Suga ru 's lo yalty . 

the emperor h ad a tomb b ui lt at the pbce w hieh had been struck by 

lightning and Ind a pillar in scribcd : "Thc tomb o fSugaru who caught 

the thunder." T he thunder w as not pleased. It struck the pillar an d 

w as caught between the splintered p ieces. Wh en emperor hca rd this, 

ri. t;~~ a piece o r red cloth ried a rOllnd thc head: also worn by .I g llJrd of the kmd of tlw 
dead (11. 7) . .A. ccor ding ro Shida , wcarin g it wa s ;I pro tect ivc m ea lU rc 19 a1ll ~ t rhnndcr ("ChisJ
kabc," 74). 

7. lw$o'Ht a sign af a roy:\1 mt':,sengl'r : SCC' n. U. Jböw, 
H. r.~Iil'I; ' U Ul. a vi ll Jgc to thc south afM !. K ~ gu tfH-. thc cast ('r!l r an of lhe prt'Sl.·nt Takn:hi

gun it'iitH 1i , Nua- ketl. 
!)_ Also knowll as Mllku hara-dcra 1~IO;{=:t ur Kökcll-Jl Jj ijr.f : a nll ll m'r y OI ig llla Jl) butl t by 

Sog,\ no [mlll l' it'H Hfi f:] (d . .\70) ar his r(·sldell(c. whid\ is 10l :lled at prt'~L'I\ [ .'\~uk,Hn ur a . 
T akcchi-gun. Nua-kt'n . 

JO. tn hl 'lItJrok()~ lll l1l ay be J place 11 <1. 111(' which dcrivrd rro !H the ll1t('rcoune !X:tW l'LTl C hill J 
and Ja p:l11. henec lll l' ,min g. Chine~' or rradmg cente r. 

l! . Ullidentifi :::d locaillamc_ 
t.l. "'IUf h ,sllih, ; ~ p,llanqLlin ma de ofbwlboo. 
1 J. ~ If': mi 'Q~ l/rd .. sec e ha p. II ( 1 ).1. n. j 11. 
q . A 1o,," hili 10cated III thc pn·KIII A su k ~- l llUrJ Oll lhe bank of the A ~llb R 1VCf. 

15. Sill ((' Kyö kai li\'ed in thl' b le N :H,\ alld ca rly H( im pcnods . "(he old r ~ p lt~I " rc:fcnto tlw 
cJpitals bcforc the Nam perio d, that is. during thc j\sub .\!lO Fujiwu:1 pni()d~ 

16. Sec Ch;lp. 11 (3);\, n. Tl) _ 

l 
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