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Preface to Volume 111

After some loyal subjects burned the temple and threw away Bud-
dha images® and some built temples to spread the Buddhist teaching,?
ex-Emperor Shoho-6jin-shdmu made a huge image of the Buddha
for the first time.* He established the eternal Buddhist tradition in
this country, shaved his head, and wore a surplice. He was ordained
and practiced good, ruling the people with justice. His compassion
was extended to animals and plants, while his virtue was incompa-
rable in history. On the throne he attained unity,> had excellent for-
tune, and appeased all spirits, taking his stand on the three compo-
nents of the universe.® Owing to this fortune and virtue, even insects
flying in the sky brought grasses to thatch a temple, while ants run-
ning on the ground gathered golden sands to build a pagoda. Bud-
dhist banners’ were raised high with their fringes flying in all di-
rections. The boat of Buddhism floated lightly on the water, and the
shadow of the sails seemed to send wind into the sky. Flowers of good
omen opened in rivalry here and there, and karmic retribution of
good and evil was revealed in lights and shadows. This is why he was
named ex-Emperor Shoho-6jin-shomu, meaning Excellent-treas-
ure-truth-corresponding-sacred-power.

. incurred much suffering.® Evil deeds bring us to lands of suf-
fering, one after another, while good deeds lead us to a safe place.
Great compassion can tame and train tigers to sit on our knees;’ natu-
ral affection can make birds live on our head.'® The same lesson will
be found in the episode of the seven virtues of Meng-ch’ang %! or
the three wonders of Prince Kung of Lu #3712

1. The first part of this preface is missing in the existing manuscripts. The opening paragraph
in the Nihon ryaiki (NKBT) 1s taken from the Todai~ji yoroku WA (11, 2), which gives a
quotation probably from this preface (see Nagai Yoshinori, Nihon Bukkys bungaku kenkyii, 139-
141).

2. Reters to opponents of Buddhism such as the Monobe family; see L.

3- Reters to Buddhists such as the Soga family, Otomo no Yasunoko; see Ls.

4. Refers to the Great Buddha of T8dai-ji; see I.Preface, n. 14. Also see T e

5. f9—; see 128, n. 6. Most commentators interpret — as the imperial throne.

G. The three are Heaven, man, and carth.

7- iZ0iT hodo or hatahoko; see L1, n. 7.

8. The first part of the sentence is lost; . . . %

9. See Shokyd yoshii, X (T aisho, LIV, 100 ab) BT LI 5 b5 1 L RERT BEEZ 0 ) TEEIATH

10. Sce ihid.

1. Minister of Ch't during the age of the warring states (403-221 B.C.); “‘seven virtues”
1%, source unknown.

12. See Hou-Han shu, XV Biographies. The three wonders = % are that even insects do not
transgress the border, that even birds and animals can be taught, and thar even children have
the benevolent mind.
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Kyodkai, however, is neither wise nor eloquent. His mind is as slow
and dull as a lead sword, and his writings do not seem beautiful. He
is as foolish as the man who marked on the boat,’® and, in writing,
he cannot get his phrases into order. However, [ cannot suppress my
passion to do good, so I dare to write down oral traditions [at the
risk of] soiling clean paper with mistakes. On reflection, I cannot
help feeling ashamed of myself, blushing in the face and ears. There-
fore [ beseech you, the reader of my poor work, to confess, forget
worldly matters, and keep your mind lofty, making a master of your
mind and never the mind your master. By the help of my humble
work I hope we shall fly beyond the firmament on the right wing of
fortune and virtue and the left wing of wisdom, climb to the top of

the Buddha-nature, and attain the path of Buddha, giving alms to all
beings.'*

1

On the Death Penalty in This Life for Taking Pride
in One’s Own Virtue and Hitting a Humble-looking Novice'

On the eighth of the second month in the spring of the sixth year
of the snake, the first year of the Tenpy6 era,” ex-Emperor Shaha-
5jin-shdmu, who reigned over Oyashima AJUkE> at Nara Palace,
made a great vow and held an impressive service to make offerings
to the Three Treasures at Gango-j1 Je#isF on the East Side of the capi-
tal.* Prince Nagaya £&#¥E , Chancellor of the Senior Second Rank,’

13. See Lit~shifi ch'un ch'in BG4 (Ch’a chin £84): A man of Ch'u dropped a sword when
he was crossing a river. He marked the spot on the edge of the boat where it had fallen overboard
tor later identification, never thinking that the boat itself was moving,

14. A bodhisattva is often compared to a bird in Mahayana Buddhist scriptures; see Daichido-
ron, XXXVII (Taishs, XXV, 332a). §EMEFH 54 S 1 HMoHE ook L Ee s
[hid., XXXVII (Taisho, XXV, s66b). BEr-R-3EE . | | S L8 4005 00 o #E 5 4 ; Maka
frannya Jmmmi!m—k}*ﬁ BE e B R A, XX VI (Taisho, X1, 410c). 840 S4B AR B8 5
i R RERR B B R A

1. Cf. Shoku Nihongi, X (Tenpy0 1:2:10), Fusd ryakki (VI, Shomu), Konjaku monogatarishii
(XX, 27).
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3. According to the Kojiki (NKBT, §4-56), lzanagi and lzanam created the eight islands,
namely, Awaji Island #i% 85, Iyo Island #14 5 (Shikoku Pugy), Oki Island @1k 5, Tsukushi
[sland #¥E kS (Kyashh fuM), Tki Island 970k &, Tsushima Island 5, Sado Island (485, and
Oyamato-toyoakitsu Island KEWEHE (Honshd #).

osecti 3 oG,

5. Although the text gives REUKE IET{ir & E2H T, the nghet title s Fo{UEAERERT
(see Shoku Nihengi, IX, Jinki 1:2:22), since $1F is used only tor the emperor’s sons.
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was appointed by edict to be in charge of serving food to the monks.

At the banquet there was a novice unscrupulous enough to go to
the serving place and hold up a bowl for food. The prince, when he
saw this, struck the novice on the head with an ivory scepter, and
blood came from the wound on the head. Wailing bitterly, the novice
rubbed his head, wiped away the blood, and disappeared at once. No
one knew where he had gone, but both the clergy and laity present
at the service whispered in secret, ““An 1ill omen, 1t 1s not good.”

In two daysan envious man went to the throne to slander the prince,
saying, “‘Prince Nagavya is rising in revolt against the state to usurp
the throne.””® The emperor grew angry and sent an army against the
prince. Prince Nagaya thought to himself, “I am falsely charged and
surely will be killed. It 1s better to kill myself than to be killed by
others.” After making his children take poison and strangling them,
the prince took the same poison and killed himself.” The emperor
ordered their corpses thrown out of the castle, burned to ashes, and
cast into the waters.® Only the prince’s bones were exiled to Tosa
province -+, where many people died. In fear the people peti-
tioned the officials, saying, ““All of us in this province will die because
of the prince’s spirit!”’ At this the emperor moved the bones to an
island off the coast of Hajikami, Ama district, K11 province & {FE#
etk s so that they might lie closer to the capital.

What a pity! However widely known when his fortune was at its
height, the prince perished suddenly when an evil fate befell him.
Indeed, we learn that, taking pride in his virtue, he struck a novice,
and, because of this, divine guardians of dharma frowned on him and
good deities hated him.'' We should respect those who wear a sur-
plice, even if they look humble, for there is a sage hidden among them.
Therefore, the Kyoman-gyo i i g 1.2 speaks of ““. . . the sin of those

6. Nuribe no miyatsuko Kumutar @il ¢ and Nakatomi no nuyatokoro muraj Azuma-
bito HE =i % A, slandered Prince Nagaya, saying he had secretly studied evil arts and
wanted to overthrow the government. See ibid., X (Tenpya 1:2:10).

7. Seeibid., X (Tenpyo 1:2:12).

8, The following passage including this sentence differs from the passage in the Shoku Nihon-
gi, which says that Prince Nagaya and Princess Kibi were buried at [koma-yama, for she was
innocent and he was the grandson of Emperor Tenmu. See ibid., X (Tenpyo 1:2:13).

9. Present Kochi-ken, Shikoku PUE R 18,

1o. Hift may be the name of an island, Oki no shima, off the coast of present KaisG-gun,
Wakayama-ken Fusft L e £6, or phih oki no shima as translated above.

(1. A2 pohd zenjin means “beneficial deities protecting dharma” but Kyokai often uses
gohd without zenjin. The Zenjin are Brahma, Indra, the Guardians of the Four Quarters, the
Twelve Divine Generals, and the Twenty-cight Deities, who vowed to protect dharma after
they had heard of it

12. Unknown source,



