Nakamura 1997:139-140

On an Evil Anonymous Novice Who Tore Down a Pillar
of the Pagoda and Gained a Penalty*

The novice® of Ishikawa was a self-ordained® monk without a
clerical name, and his secular name is unknown. The only fact known
about his origin is that his wife came from Ishikawa district, Kawachi
province FRE#)I1ER,* which is why he is called the novice Shami of
Ishikawa. He had the appearance of a novice monk but the mind of
a thief. Once he swindled people out of donations under the pretext
of building a pagoda and spent the money for various foods. Or again,
when he lived in the Tsukiyone-dera %% 2> in Shimashimo district,
Settsu province #HEEIETES,® he tore down a pillar of the pagoda
to burn, and thus he failed to honor dharma. No one could be as
wicked as he.

Eventually, he reached the village of Ajiki BiAR in Shimashimo

district,” and came down with a fever. He cried aloud, “I am on

fire!"” and jumped one or two feet off the ground. Pegple gatl?’ered
around to look and asked, “Why are you screaming like that?” He
answered, “Because hell fire has come to devour me, and [ am sgffer-
ing. Why are you asking me such questions?” He breathed his last
on that day. .

What a pity it is! We should reflect on ourselves since \a\;@ know
that retribution® is no idle fancy. This is what the Nehan-gyo means
when it says: “If a man does good deeds, his name wiu be noncc?d
among heavenly beings;'® while, if he does evil deeds, his name will
be recorded in hell.!! For retribution is a real fact.”

Cf. Konjaku monogatarishii (XX, 38).
¥bi@ shami; see Chap. I(1)a, n. 10.
B jido; see .19, n. 3.
Present Minami-kawachi-gun, Osaka-fu.
5. Unidentified; its name suggests that there was a mill in the temple precincts. See Preface,
n. 19, above.

6. Present Mishima-gun, Osaka-fu g5 = & 26 .
7. Unidentified.
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8. SR zaiho.

9. Daihatsu nehan-gys, X1 (Taisho, XII, s24b). # RENETHELRRAETBES R E
ZH :

10. F A tenjin, interpreted as heavenly beings or “heavens and this world."”

11, R jigoku. See Chap. I(2)a, n. 127.



