Eventually he reached Great T'ang China where he made an image
to worship day and night. He was called Dharma Master Riverside
"4 #:f). No one exceeded him in fortitude,” and he was respected by
the emperor of the T’ang dynasty.® He returned home with the
Japanese envoys to China in the second year of the Y&r5 era® He
lived at Kofuku-ji #7571 and never ceased performing services be-
fore that image until he died.

Surely we learn that the power of Kannon is beyond understanding,
The note says: An eminent monk went to study abroad, fell into
danger, and was unable to cross at the ferry. Ona bridge he meditated
on Kannon'! and trusted holy power. Kannon, in the form of an old
man, came to his rescuc and disappeared after they had parted. The
monk made an image of Kannon and worshiped it continuously until
his last day.

7

On Paying for and Freeing Turtles and Being
Rewarded Immediately and Saved by Them

Dhyana Master Gusai 3.#> came from Paekche. When that coun-
try was invaded, an ancestor of the governor* of Mitani district in
Bingo province f## @ =2#8> was putin charge of reinforcements and

7. BB nin’niku (Skt. ksdnti), one of the six practices of bodhisattvas for attaining Buddha-
hood. The Hoke-kyo, X111 ( Taisha, IX, 36¢), advocates it as the most suitable for working among
ignorant people in the age of the degenerate dharma. See Katd, trans., Myoho-renge-kys, 266—
268,

8. Probably Hstian-tsung %7z (713-755) of the T'ang dynasty (618-906).

9. Shoku Nihongi, VII (Y616 2:10:20). An envoy to China, Tajihi no Mahito agatamori
£ 1R ABRST, returned to Japan,

10. Originally founded in 669 at Yamashina and called Yamashina-dera LIPS next moved
to Asuka, and then to Nara in 710.

t1. B Buddha or bodhisattva; in this case, Kannon.

1. The same motif of repaying kindness is found in tales 1.5, 8, 12, 16, etc. See Chap. I1(2)a.
Cf. Myahoki (I, On Yen-kung f&#%), Konjaku monogatarishi (XIX, 30), etc.

2. MBK zenji is a title often used honorifically for monks in general,

3. Unknown.

4. Kifl dairyé is the first among the four high officials in the district, generally a man of
influence from the local gentry.

5. Present Futami-gun, Hiroshima-ken &8 =25 .
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7. {n¥E garan, also written {8

8. BERUAE kamigami; deitics ¢
are included. -

9. Unidentified; there are t
Iwata-dera (IL.31), Miki-dera (1
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13. Seel.3, n. 8.

14. Unidentified, but situate

15. B gan, this has 2 meanin
(See 1.6, n. 6).

16. Present Okayama-ken.

17. BB hjon,; see Chap. 1i(2
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