
I7 
On an Extraordinary Sign ofan Unjinished Clay 

Ima,qe Groanin,i 

Novice Shingy6 ?J>fflif~1f 2 came from the village of Mike, Naka 
district, Kii province *cf:Jl"~ll:jl~'!li)fi*\£_3 His secular name was 
Otomo no muraji Oya :k{'f:JI!\tl:l..4 He renounced the householder's 
life, ordained himself, shaved his head, and wore a surplice, looking 
for what might bring happiness.5 In that village there was a temple,6 

called Yamamuro-d6 of Mike fi~Jlr¥:¥: by the villagers who had 
built it for themselves. (Its formal name wasJishi-zenj6-d6 ~-7-i)il'i!fi:'§t:, 
Maitreya's Meditation Hall/ Inside there were two unfinished clay 
images. They were the attendants of Bodhisattva Miroku, and their 
broken limbs were placed in the bell hall. The patrons of the temple 
discussed the matter and said, "We will keep them in some pure place 
in the mountain." 

Novice Shingy6 used to live in that hall and strike the bell. Seeing 
the unfinished images, he felt uneasy and tied the fallen limbs to the 
images with threads, stroking their heads and saying again and again, 
"I hope that some sage8 will come to complete them." 

Many years passed. In the reign of Emperor Shirakabe, in the mid
dle of the seventh month in the autumn of the eighth year of the boar, 
the second year of the Hoki era,9 a voice was heard after midnight, 
groaning "How painful! How painful!" It was feeble and hardly 
audible, sounding like a woman's voice giving a long, drawn out 
groan. At first Shingy6 thought that a traveler going across the moun
tain had suddenly been taken ill and was staying in the temple. He got 
up immediately and went around the temple looking for a sick person, 
but he found no one there. Although wondering at this event, he said 
nothing about it. The groan of someone suffering, however, did not 
cease at night. When Shingy6 could endure it no longer, he got up and 

1. Similar to Il.22, 23; Ill.z8, etc. Sec Chap. I1(3)b. 
2. Unknown. 
3 Pre>ent Wakayama-shi fm:!lalirTi. 
4· Oya may be the ftrst name or a copyist's error. The Maeda manuscript docs not have this 

script. 
5. That is, good deeds, attainment of merit. 
6. lli },!;- d.ijO. 
7· Kyokai\ note. 
~L !2_A 5h0nin, an cn1inent monk. 

9· 77I. 

searched again, locating the groan in the bell hall. He discovered that 
it was the images groaning, and Shingy6 at once marveled and 
grieved at the discovery. 

At that time Monk Hokei 11!~ 10 of Gang6-ji11 on the East Side of 
Nara was staying in the temple. Shingy6 surprised the monk by 
knocking on the door ofhis room and saying, "Venerable Master, 
please get up and listen to me!" Then he described in detail how the 
images were groaning. Thereupon the two monks, together moved 
by great wonder and grief, organized a devotees' association and 
completed the clay images for dedication. A service was held to en
shrine them. They are the attendants ofMiroku enshrined in Mike-do. 
(The one on the left is Bodhisattva Daimy6sh6 :kt!'J;~¥fRl, while the 
one on the right is Bodhisattva Hoonrin i*if~:;¥~.)12 

Indeed, we learn through this event that any vow will be achieved 
and fulfilled without fail. This is also a miraculous event. 

I8 
On the Immediate Penalty of Violent Death for a 

Licentious Scripture Copier Who Copied 

the Hokke-kyo1 

Tajihi the Scripture Copier came from Tajihi district, Kawachi 
province V'JJ'kl~ftfit!::t$.2 As his surname was Tajihi, he was given 
such a popular name. In that district there was a temple3 called Nonaka
do tf.P.¥:. 

In the sixth month in the summer of the eighth year of the boar, the 
second year of the Hoki era,4 a man made a vow to copy the Hoke-kyo 
and invited the copier to the temple. Female devotees gathered in the 
temple to add purified water to the ink for copying scriptures, and it 
happened that the sky suddenly clouded over and there was a shower 
in the afternoon. The temple was so cramped that those who sought 

w. Or Hokyo. 
II. Sec !.3, n. 9. 
12. Kyokai's note. 

I. Cf Konjaku monogatarish1/ (XIV, 26). 
2. Present Minami- and Kita-kawachi-gun, Osaka-fu :kF>I;(I(.Jrh.itioffl'lll11. 
J. See Ill, 17, n. 6. 
4· 77!. 


