though in a trance, his breathing stopped; as though asleep, his life
came to an end.

Indeed, we learn that an evil mind is a sharp sword which kills the
bearer; an angry mind is an evil fiend which incurs calamities; greedi-
ness causes the suffering of a hungry fiend; avarice is an impenetrable
bush to block the offering of compassion. When you see a mendicant,
you should be merciful and happy and make spiritual and material of-
ferings. Therefore, the Jabu-ron 55" gives this passage: “Those
who are greedy value even mud more than gold and jewels, while
those who are merciful offer gold and jade, caring less for them than
grass and trees. At the sight of a mendicant they cannot bear to say
they have no alms and wail in sorrow. . . .”
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On a Licentious Woman Whose Children Cried for
Milk, Receiving an Immediate Penalty

Yokoe no omi Naritojime TR R E 4! was from Kaga district,
Echizen province &iTE1 & Es.> [nnately licentious, she used to keep
company with many men. She died before completing the best years
of her life,® and many years passed.

Dharma Master Jakurin gi#,* who was from the village of Noo,
Nagusa district, Kii province EE A arsere R, left his home and
traveled to other provinces, practicing the teachings and secking the
path. He came to the village of Uneda in Kaga district /g #5at mATe
and stayed there for some years. In the reign of Emperor Shirakabe
EEz,” who governed Ovyashima jcfuh%a at Nara Palace, on the night

s. Daijabu-ron, 1 (Taishé, XXX, 260). This quotation shows more identity with the Shokyd
yashii than the original text. Sce Shokyd yashit, X (Taishd, LIX, 93). XL KiR= HBLELE B
HRTENET HHRLEE BRSEFRER FBOSE EAHE AR . S8EAE £R
B TEEE . FROSHEEAMY RALE FAUEE HEHER . See also 11133, n. 21.

Unknown. Naritojime seems to be her first name.

. Sce lll.14, n. 2.

TH#:; from twenty-one to sixty. Sce Ryd no gige, “Ko-ryd,” Article 6.

. Unknown.

. Present Yamaguchi-mura, Kaisd-gun, Wakayama-ken ngti Li##g 880 QA
6. Present Ono, Ishikawa-gun, Ishikawa-ken 7 )18 )11 BB AR

. Emperor Konin 4= (r. 770-780).

. See ll.1, n. 3.
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of the twenty-third of the twelfth month, in the winter of the seventh
year of the dog, the Hki era,” he had a dream : He was heading toward
the east along the path in front of Prince Shotoku’s palace at Ikaruga,
Yamato province.'® The path was like a mirror, about half a furlong
wide,'! and as straight as a plumb line, with a grove of trees on one
side. Jakurin stopped to look into the grove and found a large naked
woman crouching there. Both her breasts were swollen as big as a
mound oven and hanging down with pus oozing from them. Kneel-
ing, she grasped her knees with her hands, looked at her sick breasts,
and said, “How painful my breasts are!”

Jakurin asked her, “Who are you?” She replied, “‘I am the mother of
Yokoe no omi Narihito #/TE & A in the village of Uneda in Ono,
Kaga district, Echizen province. In the prime of life I was licentious
and used to keep company with many men, abandoning my little
ones so that I could lie with men. For days they were hungry for my
breasts. Among them, Narihito was the hungriest. I received a penalty
of this disease of swollen breasts because of my sin of letting my little
ones go hungry for milk.” He asked her, “How can you be released
from this sin?” She answered, “If Narihito learns of it, he will forgive
my sin.”’

Awaking from the dream, Jakurin was amazed; filled with wonder,
he went round the village inquiring about the man. One man an-
swered, “I am the very one you are seeking.” Jakurin told him about
the dream. On hearing it, he said, ““Ilost my mother at such a young
age that I do not remember her. But I have an elder sister who may
know the situation well.” When he asked his sister, she said, “The
story is true. Our mother had such good features that she was loved
by men, kept company with them, and begrudged giving her breasts
to us.”

Thereupon, all the children grieved and said, ““We don’t bear her
a grudge. Why does our loving mother suffer for thissin?”” They made
Buddhist images and copied scriptures in order to atone for her sin.
After the ceremony was over, she appeared to Jakurin once more in
a dream, saying, “I am now released from my sin.”

Indeed, we learn that a mother’s tender breasts, though capable of
bestowing great benefit, can, on the contrary, become a source of sin
if she begrudges offering them to her little ones.

9. 770.
1o. Sce l.4, n. 7.
11. 1 chd; see 11.24, n. 9.
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